
Quarterly Meeting
FEBRUARY 26, 2026

2:00 – 3:30 PM



Agenda
Time Agenda Item Presenter

2:00 pm Call to Order / Welcome Dr. Smith

2:00 pm Review of Agenda / Conflicts of Interest Dr. Smith

2:05 pm Review of November Minutes
VOTE: Approval of Minutes

Dr. Smith

2:10 pm ACIP Childhood Vaccination Recommendations Dr. Eppes

2:30 pm Standing Agenda Items
- 2025-2026 Respiratory Virus Season
- Emerging Infectious Disease Update
- School Health Update
- Advocacy / Legislation Update

Dr. Smith

3:00 pm Updates
- State of the ImmUnion
- Federal Updates
- ACOG
- Delaware DPH

Dr. Smith

3:20 pm Open Discussion



Previous Quarterly Meeting
November 20, 2025

- Amendments or additions to minutes?

- Vote to approve



Changes to the US 
Childhood Immunization 
Schedule
STEPHEN C. EPPES, MD



Or not.



2025-2026 COVID Vaccine for Kids
CDC/FDA

◦ Approved vaccines: 
◦ Moderna > 6 months
◦ Pfizer-BioNtech > 5 years
◦ Novavax > 12 years
◦ mNEXSPIKE > 12 years

FDA
◦ Children > 6 months with high risk medical 

conditions

CDC
◦ Children > 6 months (and all adults) based on 

shared clinical decision making

AAP
◦ All children 6-23 months

◦ If previously unvaccinated, give primary series
◦ If previously vaccinated, one dose this season

◦ Children 6 month – 18 years who are moderately 
to severely immunocompromised  2 doses this 
season

◦ Children 2-18 years should get 1 dose if:
◦ High risk of severe COVID-19
◦ Residents of congregate settings
◦ Never vaccinated for COVID
◦ Family members are at high risk for severe COVID
◦ Anyone desiring protection from COVID





Hepatitis B Vaccination of Children
December 5, 2025

◦ Recommendation by “new” ACIP that newborns born to mothers with negative testing for hepatitis B 
during pregnancy NOT have birth dose

◦ Delay onset of vaccine series to 2 months of age

Not based on any new evidence regarding safety or effectiveness of previously recommended 
schedule

Disregards the fact that many women are not tested during pregnancy

Many children will become unnecessarily infected with HBV



Federal Changes to Pediatric Vaccination 
Schedule

Sweeping Changes
◦ Many vaccines reclassified within the schedule
◦ Some recommendations shifted to shared 

clinical decision making
◦ Others limited to specific high-risk populations
◦ Changes made without the release of new 

supporting scientific evidence





From CDC Webiste

https://www.cdc.gov/acip/downloads/slides-2025-12-04-05/01-Hoeg-Danish-vax-schedule-508.pdf





How the Changes were Implemented
Unilateral federal decision-making process
No new clinical trial data prompted the reclassification
Departure from prior evidence-driven schedule updates
Created uncertainty among providers and public health professionals
No ACIP review or formal vote preceded the changes



Recommended for All
◦ DTaP / Tdap
◦ H. influenzae type b
◦ PCV 15 and 20
◦ IPV
◦ MMR
◦ Varicella
◦ HPV



MMRV and HPV Vaccines
MMRV

◦ Not recommended for age 1 year

HPV 
◦ Recommended as a single dose
◦ Emerging data suggest that immunogenicity and protection against cervical dysplasia is similar to 2 

doses, but NO such data regarding protection against oropharyngeal cancer and NO data on single dose 
in immunocompromised individuals or males

◦ Boys and girls who have received first dose may not be able to receive 2nd or 3rd doses (or they may not 
be paid for by insurance)



High Risk Groups
◦ RSV
◦ Hepatitis B
◦ Dengue
◦ MCV4
◦ Men B
◦ Hepatitis A



Targeting At-Risk Children
Risk-based immunization never works as well as routine or universal immunization 
recommendations 

The main reason invasive meningococcal disease rates are at historic lows is vaccination
◦ Backing off on routine immunization will result in more preteens, teens, and young adults being 

susceptible, and rates will rise

Leading cause of meningococcal disease on college campuses is currently serogroup B
◦ College attendance not listed as a risk factor in 2026 HHS schedule



Shared Clinical Decision-Making
◦ Rotavirus
◦ COVID-19 
◦ Influenza
◦ Hepatitis B
◦ MCV4
◦ Men B



Issues with Shared Clinical Decision 
Making



Shared Clinical Decision Making
Previously used for vaccines for which:

◦ Cost-effectiveness data not compelling
◦ Public health benefit uncertain

Vaccines recommended in 2025 schedule had cost-effectiveness established and have major 
public health benefit

◦ Exceptions: Meningococcal B and HPV vaccines for adults 26-45 years

Conversations between patients/parents and health care provider have always been endorsed
◦ VIS to be distributed for all vaccines given

SCDM creates illusion that vaccines are optional
◦ Confusing and time-consuming for all providers
◦ Recommendations for target (e.g. high risk) vaccination and for SCDM have lower vaccination rates than 

vaccines that are universally recommended
◦ Aligns with HHS anti-vaccine agenda



Delaware School Immunization Requirements
DTaP – 5 doses

4 doses if the 4th given at ≥ 4 years

Polio (IPV) – 4 doses required
◦ 3 doses if the 3rd given at ≥ 4 years

MMR - 2 doses required
Hepatitis B - 3 doses
Varicella – 2 doses required
◦ Or acceptable history of disease

Students entering 9th grade (and higher)
◦ 1 dose Tdap (adult booster)
◦ 1 dose MenACWY (meningococcal)

21https://education.delaware.gov/educators/whole-child-support/school-health-services/families/immunizations/

Shared clinical decision-
making under new schedule



Will Vaccine Costs Be Covered?
HHS said that all vaccines covered by federal insurance programs (Medicaid, CHIP, Vaccines for 
Children Program) remain covered

Private insurance companies have also said they will continue coverage
◦ Whether this continues long-term is uncertain



In Opposition to HHS Changes
Most national medical associations

Many elected federal officials

Public health associations (including APHA and the Academy)

Former federal health agency officials

Key vaccine experts (Paul Offit, Mike Osterholm, Sean O’Leary)

Many state health departments



January 19, 2026
Multiple organization filed suit against HHS seeking to disband new ACIP and make their 
recommendations null and void, as well as HHS recommendations from January 5

◦ American Academy of Pediatrics
◦ American College of Physicians
◦ Society for Maternal-Fetal Medicine
◦ American Public Health Association
◦ Infectious Diseases Society of America
◦ Massachusetts Public Health Alliance

HHS Spokesperson:
◦ “AAP’s lawsuit is a baseless attempt to litigate for the interests of the organization’s to corporate donors, 

which make virtually every vaccine across the CDC immunization schedules.”

Note: on Tuesday, Feb 24, fifteen states 
announced they will sue HHS over the 
CDC’s revised schedule and the “unlawful 
replacement” of ACIP members.



As of February 24, 2026
Majority of states (28 plus DC) have announced they will not follow the new CDC Childhood 
Vaccine Recommendations for at least some childhood vaccines

◦ They will instead rely on prior recommendations, state recommendations, and/or those of external entities 
(e.g., AAP)

◦ Northeast Public Health Collaborative (of which Delaware is a part)
◦ West Coast Health Alliance

Organizations which support evidence-based decision making and disseminate reliable information 
about vaccines include:

◦ National: 
◦ Vaccine Integrity Project (part of CIDRAP)
◦ Vaccine Intelligence Report (Vaccinate Your Family)
◦ Kaiser Family Foundation

◦ Local
◦ Delaware Academy of Medicine and Public Health
◦ Immunization Coalition of Delaware







American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)
Made Vaccine recommendations since 1938

12 organizations have endorsed and will be recommending the 
AAP 2026 Immunization schedule, including:

◦ American Association of Family Physicians
◦ American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology
◦ American Medical Association
◦ Infectious Diseases Society of America









Main Updates
“At this time, the AAP no longer endorses the recommended childhood and adolescent 
immunization schedule from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention”

Enflonsia, Penmenvy, and Flublok were added

Changed HPV age range for recommendation to 9-12 years, to align with AAP policy

Updated COVID recommendations to align with updated AAP policy

No preference for MMR+V over MMRV for toddlers



Immunization in Developing Countries 
Threatened by DHHS
June 25, 2025

◦ US funding of Global Alliance Vaccine Initiative (GAVI) withdrawn based on safety concerns
◦ GAVI has saved about 20 million lives since 2000

January 28, 2026
◦ RFK Jr. stated all future funding of GAVI would be cancelled if countries continue to use vaccines 

containing thimerosal

To date, over 750,000 people have died –mostly children– due to various diseases, some of 
which are vaccine-preventable.





2025-2026 RESPIRATORY DISEASE SEASON



Level of Respiratory Illness Activity (CDC)

https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data/activity-levels.html 36



Outpatient Respiratory Illness

https://www.cdc.gov/fluview/surveillance/2026-week-06.html



Estimated Influenza Burden, 2025-2026

https://www.cdc.gov/flu-burden/php/php/data-vis/2025-2026.html



COVID-19 Hospital Surveillance

https://www.cdc.gov/covid/php/covid-net/index.html



Estimated COVID-19 Burden, 2025-2026

https://www.cdc.gov/covid/php/surveillance/burden-estimates.html



Delaware
Respiratory illness activity in Delaware: Low

https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data/index.html



Avian/Bovine/Human Influenza

https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/situation-summary/ 42



Confirmed Cases of HPAI in Domestic 
Livestock

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/hpai-confirmed-cases-livestock

3/25/24 – Present
1,088 confirmed cases in 
19 states

Last 30 Days
0 confirmed cases

43



Commercial & Backyard Flocks
February 8, 2022 - Present

44https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/commercial-backyard-flocks

County Date Flock Type Size

Kent 1/13/26 Commercial Broiler 147,900

Pennsylvania

Dauphin 2/17/26 Commercial Table Egg Layer 70,000

Lancaster 2/20/26 Commercial Broiler 157,300

2/18/26 Commercial Table Egg Layer 1,451,700

1/28/26 Commercial Table Egg Layer 1,509,700

Maryland

Wicomico 2/17/26 Commercial Broiler 77,600

Caroline 1/30/26 Commercial Broiler 37,300



Wild & Captive Mammals
February 11, 2026

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/mammals 45



EMERGING INFECTIOUS DISEASE UPDATES



Pertussis

https://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/252759

Week ending 2/14/2026



https://publichealth.jhu.edu/ivac/resources/us-measles-tracker



Measles, USA
January 1 - February 19, a total of 982 confirmed measles cases were reported by 
26 jurisdictions. 

7 outbreaks in 2026, 89% of confirmed cases (870) are outbreak-associated.

2025 Total: 2,281 confirmed cases

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html

Age 2026 Cases 2026 
Hospitalization

2025 Cases 2025 
Hospitalization

< 5 years 248 (25%) 16 (6%) 584 (26%) 107 (18%)

5-19 years 575 (59%) 11 (2%) 1012 (44%) 57 (6%)

20+ years 152 (15%) 10 (7%) 672 (29%) 82 (12%)

Unknown 7 (1%) 1 (14%) 13 (1%) 0 (0%)

Vaccination. Unvaccinated/Unknown: 94%; MMR 1 dose: 3%; MMR 2 doses: 4%
Deaths in 2025: 3

49



https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html



Measles, USA
State Cases Counties Hospitalizations Status

Arizona 254 6 16 Active Transmission

California 19 6

Delaware 1 1

Florida 92 5 Ave Maria Univ.

Idaho 21 6

North Carolina 22 7 1 Active Transmission

North Dakota 11

Oregon 5 2

Pennsylvania 10

South Carolina 973 6 19 Active Transmission

Utah 300 12 25 Active Transmission

Washington 26 4



https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/dd314001921f4d2eac160f89ded0b49a



Measles Close to Home
Exposure

◦ Nemours Children’s Hospital Emergency Department, Wilmington
◦ Date of Exposure: February 18, 2026
◦ Monitor for symptoms for 21 days (March 11, 2026)
◦ Pregnant people regardless of vaccination status who might have been exposed should go to an 

emergency room for assessment and treatment.

Potential Exposure:
◦ Philadelphia International Airport, Terminal E
◦ Date of Exposure: Thursday, February 12 between 1:35 – 4:30 pm
◦ Monitor for symptoms until March 5, 2026



Measles, Canada

https://health-infobase.canada.ca/measles-rubella/



Measles, PAHO

https://www.paho.org/en/topics/measles, https://www.paho.org/sites/default/files/2026/02/2026-feb-3-phe-alerta-epi-measles-enfinal1.pdf



Measles, Europe
From January 1 – December 31, 2025, 30 EU/EEA member states reported a total of 7,655 cases 
of measles. 

https://measles-rubella-monthly.ecdc.europa.eu/



WHO Monthly Surveillance
Measles Incidence Rate, January – December, 2025

https://immunizationdata.who.int/global?topic=Provisional-measles-and-rubella-data&location=



Dengue

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/dengue-monthly



Europe Surveillance
Week 8: February 14-20, 2026 

Influenza A(H5N1)
◦ Cambodia – 1 case, male adult 
◦ Since 2003: 994 cases, 476 deaths, CFR 48%
◦ No sustained human-to-human transmission

Influenza A(H10N3)
◦ China – 1 case, 34 yo male
◦ Since 2021: 7 cases in China, 0 deaths

Mpox
◦ 2026: 255 cases 

◦ Clade I: 80 cases {Spain (36), Italy (19), Germany (10), France 
(8), the Netherlands (5), Czechia (1), Ireland (1)}

◦ Total: Spain (84), Germany (45), Italy (30), Netherlands (28), 
Portugal (28), France (26), Ireland (6), Norway (4), Czechia 
(2), Poland (2)

◦ Clade Ib and clade IIb recombinant – 2 cases 

Monitoring
◦ Nipah Virus Disease – India and Bangladesh
◦ MERS-CoV – Multi-Country

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/immunisation-and-vaccines



Africa Surveillance
Crimean Congo Hemorrhagic Fever

◦ Uganda (Feb 11 – 1 case, 21 yo male nurse)
◦ Senegal (Feb 10 – 1 case, 7 yo male)
◦ S/S: headache, fever, loss of appetite, malaise  non-

bloody diarrhea, vomiting, joint pain, conjunctivitis, 
epigastric burning, chest pain, jaundice, bleeding from 
nose/gums

Dengue
◦ 99 confirmed, 258 suspected (=357, 0 deaths)
◦ 3 member states

◦ Mali, Mauritania, Senegal

Measles
◦ 17,788 cases, 179 deaths (CFR 2.01%)
◦ 8 member states

◦ DRC, Guinea, Liberia, Mali, Mozambique, Senegal, Somalia, South 
Africa

Bacterial Meningitis
◦ 13 confirmed, 39 suspected
◦ Mali
◦ S. pneumoniae (9), N. meningitidis W135 (1), H. influenzae 

(2), H. influenzae non-b (1)

Mpox
◦ 6,838 cases, 43 deaths (CFR 0.63%)
◦ 15 member states

◦ Burundi, Cameroon, CAR, Comoros, Congo, DRC, Ghana, Guinea, 
Kenya, Liberia, Malawi, Mali, Madagascar, Mozambique, Nigeria, 
Rwanda, Senegal, South Africa, South Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda, 
Zambia

https://africacdc.org/download/africa-cdc-epidemic-intelligence-weekly-report-february-2026/



WHO 
Disease Outbreaks

January
◦ Marburg Virus Disease – Ethiopia
◦ Nipah Virus Infection – India

February
◦ Nipah Virus Infection – Bangladesh
◦ Mpox (recombinant virus with genomic elements of clades Ib and IIb) - Global

https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news



SCHOOL HEALTH

62



ADVOCACY & LEGISLATION

63



Sign On Letters
NFID Letter to HHS re: Pediatric Vaccination Schedule (1/7/26)

APHA Letter to HHS re: Pediatric Vaccination Schedule (1/9/26)

Support for the AAP Pediatric Immunization Schedule (2/25/26)

64



Updates



State of the ImmUnion 2026
Vaccinate Your Family

https://vaccinateyourfamily.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/SOTI-2026-DigitalPDF.pdf



National News
ACIP February Meeting

◦ Cancelled
◦ Rescheduled for March 18-19
◦ Chair Dr. Krik Milhoan stated ACIP will be more of a “safety committee” going forward, and focus its 

attention on potential harms of vaccination, and consider vaccine efficacy as “secondary”

Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee (VRBPAC) Meeting
◦ March 12, 2026
◦ https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar/vaccines-and-related-

biological-products-advisory-committee-march-12-2026-meeting-announcement

https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee-march-12-2026-meeting-announcement


American College of Obstetricians &
Gynecologists (ACOG)
Updated Maternal Immunization Guidance (2/17/26)

◦ Pregnant people during fall and winter respiratory illness season should receive annual influenza and COVID-19 vaccines
◦ All eligible pregnant patients who meet criteria should receive RSV vaccine
◦ All pregnant people should receive Tdap during each pregnancy (as early as possible within the 27-36 gestational week 

window)
◦ OB-Gyns may recommend other vaccines during pregnancy depending on the patient’s age, prior immunizations, 

comorbidities, and disease risk factors
◦ https://www.acog.org/news/news-releases/2026/02/acog-releases-updated-guidance-maternal-immunizations

Withdrew from ACIP (2/24/26)
◦ Concerns that “recent changes undermine the committee’s scientific integrity and evidence-based approach to vaccine 

policy”
◦ “ACOG will continue to develop evidence-based vaccine guidance for ob-gyns and their patients and will regularly update its 

clinical guidance on immunizations based on peer-reviewed scientific data and in collaboration with other leading medical 
organizations committed to evidence-based medicine.”

◦ https://www.acog.org/news/news-releases/2026/02/acog-withdraws-from-cdc-advisory-committee-on-immunization-
practices

https://www.acog.org/news/news-releases/2026/02/acog-releases-updated-guidance-maternal-immunizations
https://www.acog.org/news/news-releases/2026/02/acog-withdraws-from-cdc-advisory-committee-on-immunization-practices


Investigators examined 82 CDC databases that had been updated monthly before RFK Jr. became 
head of HHS

44 of 82 continued to be updated monthly

38 had unexplained pauses
◦ 33 (87%) reported information about respiratory disease (influenza, COVID), including statistics on 

hosptializations and ED visits

https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/ANNALS-25-04022



Other Updates
Planning will begin for the 2026 Immunization Summit

◦ Any specific topics? 

Other updates? 



Save the Dates
2026 Upcoming Quarterly Meetings (Online, 2:00 – 3:30 pm)

◦ May 28
◦ August 27
◦ November 19



Open Discussion
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