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DELTA RESURGE
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Delaware COVID-19 Case Rate per 100,000 by Week

Source:  Delaware Department of Health and Social Services, Division of Public Health, 2021 



3



L o w Va c c i n a t i o n R a t e A r e a s
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A R E A S W I T H H I G H E S T T E S T P O S I T I V I T Y

Data as of December 5,2021
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C A S E S B Y VACCINATION STATUS
W e e k o f 11/22/ 2 0 2 1 – 11/2 8 / 2 0 2 1

P e r c e n t of U nv a c c i n a t e d / Part ia l ly Va c c i n a te d

C a s e s Hospi ta l i zat ions D e a t h s

72% 8 0 % 8 0 %
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Source:  Delaware Immunization System, 2021

PEDIATRIC IMMUNIZATION TRENDS



HIV HARM REDUCTION SERVICES

10Source:  Delaware Department of Health and Social Services, Division of Public Health, HIV Evaluation Web and Delaware SSP data, 2021 
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HIV HARM REDUCTION SERVICES (CONT.)
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Source:  Enhanced HIV/AIDS Reporting System (eHARS),2021

HIV SURVEILLANCE
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Month

Hepatitis A Cases, Delaware, June 2019 through September 
2021, including IVDU/ Homelessness Outbreak Cases   

Outbreak Case Suspected Outbreak Case

Source: Delaware Electronic Reporting Surveillance System (DERSS)
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Source:  CDC SEDRIC Database
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Salmonella enteriditis Epi-Curve, Delaware, Fall 2021



TINY PET TURTLES CAUSE 
MULTI-STATE SALMONELLA OUTBREAK 

Source:  https://www.cdc.gov/salmonella/typhimurium-02-21/details.html

• Between December 2020 and September 2021, the CDC investigated multi-
state outbreaks of SalmonellaTyphimurium and Salmonella Poona linked to 
small turtles with shell lengths under 4″.  

• Illness occurred among 87 people from 20 states (no cases from Delaware) 
and the District of Columbia.  

– 8 hospitalizations
– 1 death reported from Pennsylvania. 

• Most ill individuals reported contact with a small turtle from pet stores, 
online pet stores, roadside vendors, and flea markets.  Federal law 
prohibits the sale and distribution of turtles with shell lengths less 
than 4″. 

• Officials were concerned about the sale and distribution of Red-eared slider 
turtles in Delaware.  It is a non-native invasive species and illegal to possess 
without an exotic animal permit.  In Delaware, it is also illegal for Red-eared 
slider turtles to be released into the wild. 

Red-eared slider turtle
Credit:  AnimalSpot

https://www.cdc.gov/salmonella/typhimurium-02-21/details.html


UNCOMMON HEALTHCARE ACQUIRED INFECTIONS
DELAWARE, 2021
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Candida auris was detected in individuals transferred to Delaware Long Term 
Care (LTC) facilities, highlighting the importance of communication between 
healthcare entities.  

Multi-state cluster of Listeria monocytogenes linked to pre-cooked Tyson 
chicken distributed to health care facilities.  One case from Delaware and 
two from Texas were identified via genomic sequencing.  Health care facilities 
in Delaware were notified.  Listeria surveillance was prioritized during the 
duration of the outbreak. 

E. coli with the rare New-Delhi Metallo-beta-lactamase (NDM-1) resistance 
was detected in a neonate, due to vertical transmission.  This led to 
colonization testing of an entire NICU.  Good infection control practices 
prevented the spread of the organism, as no other neonates were colonized. 

Source:  Delaware Department of Health and Social Services, Division of Public Health, Office of Infectious Disease Epidemiology, 2021
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Bacillus cereus infections among infants in a Neonatal Intensive         
Care Unit, Delaware, May 2020-April 2021 

Perirectal/oral screening (3-week study)
Colonized infants

Enhanced PPE 
for non-
healthcare 
workers in the 

NICU isolation 
signage & Hand 
Hygiene w soap & 
water. 
Positive
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Environmental 
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cleaning of bldg/ 
milk bank 
refrigerator 
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Source:  Delaware Department of Health and Social Services, Division of Public Health, Office of Infectious Disease Epidemiology, 2021



LEGIONNAIRES’ DISEASE (LD) CLUSTER  
IN HOSPICE FACILITY, DELAWARE, 2021  

 Two confirmed Legionnaires cases and one         
epi-linked case

 Both confirmed cases were not residents/patients.

 Water samples and environmental swabs were 
collected.

– High growth rates of Legionella pneumophila in 
potable and non-potable water

 Remediation and control measures initiated quickly. 

 No additional cases were identified.  A Water 
Management Plan was developed for the facility. 
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Source:  Delaware Department of Health and Social Services, Division of Public Health, Office of Infectious Disease Epidemiology, 2021



TUBERCULOSIS IN BONE ALLOGRAFT PRODUCT - 2021
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FiberCel Fiber Viable Bone Matrix
Photo courtesy of Aziyo Biologics

May 2021:  An area hospital reported to DPH that 7 patients 
had TB after spinal surgeries.  DPH notified CDC.  

Bone allograft material was confirmed as the common source of 
exposure used in 23 Delaware patients.  Nearly all patients 
experienced complications related to the TB, including 
abscesses, osteomyelitis, discitis, and/or pulmonary TB.

22 living patients were placed on four-drug treatment regimen.  (1 patient 
passed away without an autopsy prior to detection.)  Product was 
recalled.  Unused units pulled from shelves proved TB contamination 
within product.  

Source:  Delaware Department of Health and Social Services, Division of Public Health 



TUBERCULOSIS IN DELAWARE – BEYOND THE BONE 
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Source:  Delaware Department of Health and Social Services, Division of Public Health, Office of Infectious Disease Epidemiology, 2021
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Source:  Delaware Department of Health and Social Services, Division of Public Health, Office of Infectious Disease Epidemiology, Nov. 30, 2021



PROMOTE FLU AND COVID-19 VACCINATION 
WITH THESE HELPFUL TOOLKITS

24

Updated Community Based Toolkit – Videos, social 
content, website banner graphics, window clings, 
fact sheets.  Find more social media graphics at 
https://coronavirus.delaware.gov/coronavirus-
graphics/.

2021-2022 Flu Season 
Toolkit – Posters, flyers, 
FAQs, social media graphics, 
and more, including many in 
Spanish and Haitian-Creole.  

COVID-19 Flu

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dropbox.com%2Fsh%2Fluedymif9aujpod%2FAACSNcM2PTNrffJNEt89yC5xa%3Fdl%3D0&data=04%7C01%7CDonna.Sharp%40delaware.gov%7Cd3cc37aeb6c94aa0d65208d998a635ff%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637708661905675373%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=0qi2JkNzedCDQEsm5YWfH9WqmPgeudz9mxeB6i639UE%3D&reserved=0
https://coronavirus.delaware.gov/coronavirus-graphics/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dropbox.com%2Fsh%2Fmla1qd15gfj343l%2FAAC2tX9xm30tnMN4g16ScKsya%3Fdl%3D0&data=04%7C01%7CDonna.Sharp%40delaware.gov%7Cd3cc37aeb6c94aa0d65208d998a635ff%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637708661905685330%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=JOGG0U6rdX9svjPbhMnoNcZCZTKgazkyX48R%2BfjMzFo%3D&reserved=0


THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING 
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Delaware Health Alert Network online registration system
healthalertde.org/

Karyl T. Rattay, MD, MS, FAAP
Director, Division of Public Health
Karyl.Rattay@Delaware.gov
302-744-4701
www.dhss.delaware.gov/dhss/dph

Delaware COVID-19 website
de.gov/coronavirus

Delaware flu website
flu.Delaware.gov

https://healthalertde.org/
https://coronavirus.delaware.gov/
https://coronavirus.delaware.gov/
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